
  

  



  

  

Feeds Evenings and through the night 

Methods Float, feather and fly 

Baits Mackerel and garfish strip, sandeels and squid strip 

Specimen Size 1 lb 2 ozs from shore, 1 lb 4 ozs from boat 

Minimum Size 10 inches 

Other facts Also known as a horse mackerel but no relative to the mackerel.  

Cautions Sharp scales along lateral line and two sharp spines beneath the 

body. 

Feeds Evenings and through the night, all day in deeper water 

Methods Float, feather, spinner, lure and fly 

Baits Mackerel, squid and garfish strip, sandeels, ragworms and 

prawns 

Specimen Size 2 lb 8 ozs from shore, 8 lbs from boat and 16 lbs from wreck 

Minimum Size 12 inches 

Other facts Also known as a lythe.  

Cautions Safe to handle but use a disgorger or forceps if deeply hooked. 

Feeds Day and night 

Methods Float, fly and spin 

Baits Mackerel and garfish strip, sandeels and squid strip 

Specimen Size 1 lb 8 ozs from shore or boat 

Minimum Size 15 inches 

Other facts Use a cloth to hold. It  has a layer of outer scales that easily come 

off. This can lead to infection and death. 

Cautions Safe to handle. 

Feeds Day and night 

Methods Float, fly, feather, spin, suspended leger 

Baits Mackerel and garfish strip, sandeels and squid strip 

Specimen Size 1 lb 12 ozs from shore or 2 lb 4 ozs from boat 

Minimum Size 12 inches 

Other facts A small mackerel is known as a joey. 

Cautions Handle gently and bear conservation in mind. This species has 

been hammered over the last few years! 



  

  



  

  

Feeds Daytime only (diurnal) 

Methods Float, leger,  freelined crab, spin, paternoster 

Baits Ragworms, lugworms, crabs, prawns and shellfish 

Specimen Size 5 lbs  from shore, boat and wreck 

Minimum Size 9 inches 

Other facts Very slow growing and very poor eating. Think conservation!  

Cautions Sharp spines on back and a set of powerful teeth in the throat, 

known as pharyngeal teeth. 

Feeds Evenings and through the night, all day in deeper water 

Methods Float, spinner, lure, leger, paternoster and fly 

Baits Sandeels, ragworms, lugworms, peeler crabs and prawns 

Specimen Size 7 lbs from shore, 8 lbs from boat and wreck 

Minimum Size 16 inches 

Other facts The Dart is a nursery area where you cannot fish from boat.  

Cautions Extremely sharp spines on back and razor sharp gill covers. 

Feeds Day and night 

Methods Float, leger and mini lures 

Baits Mackerel, garfish, sandeel and squid strip, also ragworms 

Specimen Size Unclassified species so no specimen size. 

Minimum Size Unclassified species so no minimum size. 

Other facts Sticks tight to rocks, darting out to pick up food. 

Cautions Feathery antennae can be used to tell apart from shannies. Small 

but extremely sharp teeth. Can draw blood quite easily. 

Feeds Day and night 

Methods Float, leger and mini lures 

Baits Mackerel, garfish, sandeel and squid strip, also ragworms 

Specimen Size Unclassified species so no specimen size. 

Minimum Size Unclassified species so no minimum size. 

Other facts Sticks tight to rocks, darting out to pick up food. 

Cautions No feathery antennae, unlike blennies. Small but extremely 

sharp teeth. Can draw blood quite easily. 



   While we will be mostly float fishing at Brixham 

Breakwater, a number of species can be caught on running 

leger tackle. 

   The difference between running leger in the sea and in 

the estuary is bigger hooks and, if you increase the size of 

the weight, then you will need to use a split link instead of 

a snap swivel. 


